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In July, Governor DeWine made wearing
masks in public mandatory throughout
the State of Ohio. Facial coverings must
be worn at all times including when in
any indoor location that is not a
residence; outdoors when you can’t
maintain a distance of six feet or more
from individuals who are not members
of your household; waiting for, riding,
driving, or operating public
transportation, a taxi, a private car
service or ride-sharing vehicle.
Mask coverings, social distancing, and
handwashing are key to helping slow
the spread of the coronavirus. Ohioans
are encouraged to follow all current
health orders. A travel advisory to and
from certain states also was issued. The
situation with coronavirus can change
weekly. Check the State’s website for
information on current state orders at
www.coronavirus.ohio.gov.

Open Burn Regulations
Certain outdoor fires including camp
fires, bonfires, recreational fires,
ceremonial fires, cooking fires, outdoor
fire kettles, portable fire pits, other
similar purposes are permitted in the
City of Hudson, provided all required
criteria are met. For example, all
outdoor fires must not be bigger than 3
feet in diameter and 2 feet high. All
requirements and regulations are
available on the City’s website at:
www.hudson.oh.us/OpenBurn. When in
doubt, call the Hudson Fire Department
for clarification.

Hudson City Council
passed legislation
establishing a
Designated Outdoor
Refreshment Area
(DORA) to help
merchants and patrons
social distance during
the coronavirus
pandemic. The
operation of the DORA
is dependent on any
State orders or
restrictions that may
be put in place
regarding COVID-19.

What is a DORA?
A Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area
(DORA) is a specific area in which alcoholic
beverages can be sold by licensed liquor
establishments for outdoor consumption.
The legislation created the DORA on a
temporary basis through December 31 of
this year, after which a review will
determine if the DORA will be extended.
The DORA is designed to make it easier to
social distance, stroll within the district, and
support our local restaurants and bars.

•

DORA beverages purchased at one bar/
restaurant may not be taken into
another.

•

DORA cups are to be placed in a
recycling bin upon entering another
establishment. Retailers may choose
whether to permit DORA beverages in
their shops at their own discretion.

•

NO other alcoholic beverages may be
consumed outdoors within the DORA;
only those purchased in a DORA cup at
a business within the DORA boundaries
are permitted.

•

Signs on bars and restaurants will
indicate if they are participating in the
DORA program. Signs will also be
installed at the DORA district
boundaries to indicate the area in
which DORA beverages may be
consumed.

Where is the Hudson DORA?
The Hudson DORA includes Main Street,
First & Main and the Gazebo and
Clocktower Greens. Signs will be posted to
indicate the district limits.

What are the days/times and
regulations?
The DORA alcoholic refreshments will be
sold between the hours of noon and 9 p.m.
seven days a week.

•

Patrons 21 years of age and older may
purchase a beverage in a plastic DORA
cup from any participating business
during those hours/days, and carry it
within the DORA boundaries.

When will the DORA open?
The DORA will remain open through
December 31, dependent upon any new
restrictions the State may order based on
the cornonavirus pandemic and whether
social distancing is being maintained.
Visit the Hudson website for more
information at: www.hudson.oh.us/DORA.

The City of Hudson Parks Department,
Hudson Park Board, Friends of Hudson
Parks, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service – Partners for Fish and Wildlife
Program are collaborating to create a
Pollinator Meadow at Darrow Road Park
that will restore six acres adjacent to SR
91 back to a pollinator meadow filled
with native flowers and grasses to
support the bird, butterfly, bee, and
insect populations in the area.
In Hudson, like most suburban areas,
much open parkland has been invaded by
non-native plant species that choke out
native plants, creating environments that
don’t support pollinators. Over the past
50 years in North America the invasion of
non-native species has contributed to the
population decline for native birds (30%),
bees (37%), butterflies (33%), insects
(80%), and mammals (60%).
Restoring the area to meadow will help
increase wildlife biodiversity, improve
soil and water quality, offer a flowering
meadow environment with trails for
residents to enjoy, and provide an
educational tool for students.

area to preserve them for replanting. Invasive
species, such as Canadian thistle, buckthorn,
and other invasive plants will be removed,
and native species will be planted. It will take
approximately two to three years to restore
the area to its natural state.

Work has begun on the grassy area to
remove the few native species left in the

As part of the 2020 Connectivity Plan
Update, the City is seeking input from
residents about pedestrian/bicycle
connectivity throughout the
community. The Plan, previously
updated in 2015 and 2018, creates a
roadmap for sidewalks, trails and bike
paths to create safe and practical
pedestrian and bicycle connections to
neighborhoods and the downtown.
Council Representatives hosted ward
and at-large discussions in late June
and July.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife, the City of Hudson
Park Fund, and the Friends of Hudson Parks
are contributing to the cost of the
restoration.
The project also received a $1,000 grant
from the Hudson Community Foundation to
help support this important environmental
effort.

Submit your feedback
regarding connections you
would like to see in Hudson
by visiting
www.hudson.oh.us/
ConnectivityComments.
For more information about
the Connectivity Plan
Update, visit
www.hudson.oh.us/
ConnectivityPlanUpdate.

For City information related to coronavirus, visit:

www.hudson.oh.us/coronavirus
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Single Trash Hauler Discussed
The Hudson Environmental Awareness
Committee (EAC) presented a report to
Council with data from other cities that
use a single trash hauler. Due to
economies of scale, the cost to citizens
could be lower with a single hauler.
Council asked the EAC to work with City
staff to create an online survey that would
solicit citizen opinions about a preferred
hauler (which we have now) vs. a singlehauler trash program. The City will be
sending information to residents through
our E-Newsletter and social media when
the survey is ready. Check
www.hudson.oh.us/TrashRecycling for
updates.

Engage Hudson Mobile App—
Your Connection to Hudson City Hall!
•

Free and easy to use 24/7.

•

Submit and track requests such as potholes and tall grass.

•

Include a photo of the problem.

•

You’ll be notified when it’s resolved.

Download the app at the Apple Store or Google Play. Or, submit the
concern via our website at www.hudson.oh.us/ReportAConcern.

SR 91 Turn Lane Project Begins
The SR 91 North Turn Lane Project is
underway between Valley View and
Middleton Road. Two-way traffic will be
maintained but expect delays.
The project includes adding turn lanes at
Valley View Road, Herrick Park Drive, and
Hines Hill Road; eliminating heaving
shoulders along the roadway; improving
drainage systems and intersection lighting;
installing an 8-foot sidewalk on the east
side of the road and 5-foot bike lanes on
both sides of the road; and resurfacing SR
91 in that area. The project will improve
safety, reduce congestion, provide better
pedestrian and bicycle mobility, and
improve drainage and long-term pavement
conditions.

One-Way Streets Considered
Downtown
At the request of local merchants, City
staff examined traffic patterns in First &
Main and determined ways to add parking
spaces in the downtown. City staff and the
Parking Committee found the most
effective way to add parking to Downtown
Hudson is to permanently change Village
Way and Park Lane from two-way to oneway between Library Street and First
Street. This change would allow the City to
add approximately 20 angled parking
spaces along the perimeter of the First &
Main green. Green space will not be
reduced. If approved, the changes would
be put into effect sometime in September

of 2020. For more information, visit
www.hudson.oh.us/DowntownParking.

Council Moves Up Purchase of
Police Body Cameras
Originally budgeted for next year, City
Council pushed up the purchase of an
integrated police body camera system.
Through a financing arrangement, the
cameras will be purchased this year, with
payments deferred to 2021.
“We evaluated multiple cameras and
systems for over a year, including vendor
demos and visiting police departments to
view systems that were up and running,”

said Police Chief Tabak. “This is an integrated
system that would include our body cameras
and in-car cameras.”

Charter Review Commission
Makes Recommendations
The nine-member citizen Charter Review
Commission presented its recommendations
for changes to the Hudson Charter to City
Council in July. The recommended
amendments to the Charter will appear on
the November 3, 2020 ballot. For more
information, visit www.hudson.oh.us/
CharterReviewCommission.
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Hal DeSaussure, At-Large
VACANT, At-Large
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Chris Foster, Ward 2
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COUNCIL MEETINGS
Hudson City Council holds meetings on the
1st and 3rd Tuesday each month, and
workshops on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday.
Watch the meetings virtually at
www.hudson.oh.us/watchmeetings.
Focus on Hudson is published by the City

of Hudson for its residents.
Editor:
Jody Roberts
Communications Manager/PIO
330-342-9539
jroberts@hudson.oh.us
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