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Police Dispatch
Chief Tabak recommended Council
consider collaborating with a local
community to use technology to link
dispatch centers to support each
other. This would cost-effectively
bring the City into compliance with
new State regulations, and keep our
dispatch center and dispatchers in
Hudson. It will be considered by
Council in the 5-Year Plan.

Signs at Hines Hill/Valley View
Council is moving forward with
making the Hines Hill/Valley View
intersection a four-way stop. Look for
message boards and communication
alerts when the signs are installed.

LDC Administrative Changes
After a public hearing on Aug. 20,
Planning Commission will consider
Land Development Code (LDC)
changes that clarify, update or revise
existing regulations on Aug. 26.
Council will discuss it on Aug. 27 and
take action on Sept. 3.

Recreation Center
Council agreed to discuss exploring
the nature, potential locations, costs,
and funding for a recreation center at
a future Council Workshop.
For more information , visit:
www.hudson.oh.us/Council Updates.

Upcoming Events
August 24, 31 & September 7, 14,
21 & 28: Hudson Farmers Market
August 24-25: Art on the Green
August 24: Screen on the Green
August 25: Western Reserve
Band—Bandstand Concert
September 28: Wildroots Hudson
For more information, visit our City
calendar: www.hudson.oh.us.

In July, City Council began discussions
on the 5-Year Plan and budget,
including investing in Hudson’s future
by authorizing an additional $5 million
for the roads budget to accelerate
Hudson’s road program, allowing more
roads to be resurfaced more quickly.
Funded through bonds that would be
paid back over 10-15 years, the
additional $5 million in funding would
be used to resurface the City’s main
roads over a two-year period. This
would allow the annual road budget of
approximately $2.1 million to $3.1
million to be used to accelerate
resurfacing residential streets, raising
the City’s overall road conditions in a
shorter period.
City Council has long held that the
road program is a high priority for
Hudson and, in recent years, has
repeatedly approved additional
funding as City revenues have grown.

resurfaced in less than five years. New
procedures will be used to reduce the
loose gravel in the Durapatch process.
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Council also asked staff to explore
adding more concrete overlay road
projects as part of the additional $5
million. This will be considered as an
option, perhaps mixing the resurfacing
of main roads with more concrete
overlays. Staff will come back to Council
with recommendations.

Low interest rates, increased income
tax revenue from the City’s expanded
economic development efforts, and an
additional $500,000 annually from
Ohio’s new gas tax make it possible to
maximize real outcomes through the
issuance of $5 million in bonds.
Hudson also will be changing its
approach to road maintenance. By
incorporating full-depth asphalt
repairs into the overall resurfacing
program, overall costs will be reduced.
Full-depth asphalt lasts longer and
would be used for roads scheduled to
be resurfaced in five years or more.
Durapatch, a more temporary process,
will be used on roads scheduled to be

Council agreed to have the additional
$5 million for roads to be discussed as
part of the 2020 – 2024 Five-Year Plan
scheduled to be acted on by Council in
November.

Known for its distinct charm and variety of stores, Hudson’s downtown draws visitors from all over Northeast Ohio. The unique, smaller storefronts
and aging buildings on Main Street brings challenges in today’s retail environment.

Turnover of businesses is common in
historic downtowns and in retail
areas across the country. Retail in
Hudson remains relatively strong
compared to similarly sized
communities. Hudson has a good mix
of retailers and the City’s popular
restaurants drive customers to the
downtown.
“Destination retailers” like All Brides
Beautiful, Vertical Runner, and
Jewelry Art to name a few, are
regional destinations that result in
extended trips from visitors. Small
fitness studios like CycleBar, Yoga
Lounge, and Pure Barre are “space
activators” that turn over every 60 to
90 minutes, bringing more people to
the downtown each day.
The growth of online purchasing
companies like Amazon has
impacted the way retailers do
business. While total online sales still
are only 10% of all retail sales, that
percentage will rise. The growth of
online sales has sparked a trend
toward smaller, more streamlined
stores with less space and less
inventory. Hudson residents can help
preserve our downtown character by
shopping locally whenever they can.
“Hudson’s downtown continues to
do well when compared to other
retail areas in Northeast Ohio,” said
Jim Stifler, Hudson’s Economic
Development Director. “While we
have a normal turnover of stores like
other communities, our vacancy rate
remains very low comparatively
speaking. With the nationwide retail
vacancy rate at around 10.2%, First &
Main currently has a 2.5% vacancy
rate, with most of the empty
storefronts in active negotiation for
new tenants.”

Main Street
The shops on Main Street represent
a variety of local, independent
businesses. The small space sizes are
2

less flexible, making it difficult for some
retailers to make the space work for their
business. Shopping areas nationwide
experience turnover as stores leave and
new ones open, and Main Street is no
different. Recently, the former Land of
Make Believe was renovated and is now
leased. The Suburban Sit space was
shown to several businesses who have
fresh, creative
ideas for this
“With the
space. With
nationwide retail
6,200 sq. ft, it is a vacancy rate at
larger space than 10.2%, First &
what many of
Main’s vacancy
today’s retailers
rate is 2.5%...”
want. We
anticipate it being
leased in the near future. The store at
Owen Brown and Main Street is listed
and is being shown to companies. The
former Peachtree restaurant has been
leased and will be renovated in the
months ahead for a fresh restaurant
concept that will open there late this
year or early next year.

First & Main
First & Main is doing exceptionally well,
and is 97.5% full for retail, compared to
the national occupancy rate of 89.8%.
Professionally managed, First & Main is
focusing on strategically placing stores
that are the right fit for First & Main.

Currently all existing street level retail
vacancies are taken or in advanced
negotiations.
The office space on the second level of
First & Main is 100% occupied.

Acme Plaza
Acme Plaza is experiencing normal
turnover, with about three to four
spaces up for renewal or available soon.
Most vacancies are in the buildings close
to SR 303, which are larger units and
traditionally take longer to rent.

Evaporator Works
Evaporator Works is attracting a growing
mix of fun retail, office, and service
businesses. The new owner has added
entrance signage and has new ideas for
the property. One tenant, Winds of
Change, is moving to Main Street, but
there is active interest in their former
space.

Join Us On Social Media!
LinkedIn:
www.linkedin.com/company/city-of-hudson
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/cityofhudsonoh
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/cityofhudsonoh
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/cityofhudsonohio/

Many City services are funded mainly
through income taxes collected from
individuals who work in Hudson. Only
5% of the money you pay in property
taxes actually goes to the City. Most
property taxes fund the Hudson
Schools, Hudson Library, and Summit
County services.

Income tax is the tax you are
charged on the money you make at
your job. Hudson has a 2% income
tax rate levied on the gross pay of
anyone working in Hudson. Income
tax is collected by the Regional
Income Tax Agency (RITA), and RITA
sends the money to the City.
Who Pays Income Tax to Hudson?
If you live and work in Hudson, you
pay 2% in income tax to the city of
Hudson. If, for example, your gross
income is $100,000 a year, you pay
$2,000 annually to Hudson.
If you live in Hudson but work in a
city outside of Hudson and that
city has a 2% income tax rate or
higher, you pay 2% to the City in
which you work. You pay NO
income taxes to Hudson. For
example, Stow has a 2% income tax
rate. If you live in Hudson and work
in Stow, you would pay 2% to Stow,
and nothing to Hudson.
If you work in a city with a less
than 2% income tax rate, you
would pay the full amount to the
city where you work, and any
remaining amount (up to 2%) to
Hudson. Lodi, for example, has a
1% income tax rate. If you work in
Lodi, you would pay 1% to Lodi and
1% to Hudson.
If you are not a resident of Hudson
and you work in Hudson, you will
pay the full 2% income tax to
Hudson. Check with the city in
which you live to see if you would
owe that city any additional taxes.

What Percentage of Residents Pay
Income Tax to Hudson?
Due to the 100% tax credit for those
living in Hudson but who work in
another city, approximately 55% of
Hudson residents pay NO income tax
to the City of Hudson. All of their
income tax money goes to the city
where they work. Approximately 30%
of Hudson residents pay the full 2%
because they live and work in Hudson,
and 15% pay a partial income tax to
Hudson because they work outside
Hudson in a city with a lower tax rate.

How Much of My Income Taxes
Go to the City of Hudson?
Residents who work & live in Hudson.

How Much of Income Tax Collected
Does Hudson Actually Receive?
Here’s how it breaks down for income
tax revenues received by the City of
Hudson. Using the scenario of making
$100,000 a year and paying $2,000 in
income tax, 6.75% of that $2,000 goes
to the Hudson City Schools. The City
receives the remaining 93.25%. Of that
total 93.75%, 73.75% goes into the
City’s General Fund. Hudson’s General
Fund provides many City services
including police, roads, stormwater,
leaf collection, and snowplowing. The
remaining 19.5% of that total goes into
funds for Fire/EMS and Parks and
cannot be used for other City
departments or services.
The City also has special funds for
services that are not funded through
income tax. HCTV, for example, is
funded through cable company
franchise fees. Hudson Public Power,
Hudson Water, and Velocity
Broadband are funded through
customer user fees and not through
income tax. These funds are separate
and cannot be used for other
purposes.

Residents who work in a city
with 2% tax rate or higher.

Residents who live in a city with
less than 2% tax rate

3

115 Executive Parkway, Suite 400
Hudson, Ohio 44236

HUDSON CITY COUNCIL
David Basil, Mayor
William Wooldredge, At-Large, President
Hal DeSaussure, At-Large
J. Dan Williams, At-Large
Dennis Hanink, Ward 1
Lisa Radigan, Ward 2
Alex Kelemen, Ward 3
Beth Bigham, Ward 4

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Hudson City Council holds meetings on the
1st and 3rd Tuesday each month, and
workshops on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday.
Focus on Hudson is published by the City

of Hudson for its residents.
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